
Sciences and Arts 
for Sustainability 

International Initiative
Our mission 

To provide scientific and relevant indigenous 
knowledge and encourage artistic expression 
about the sea in order to promote its restoration, 
conservation and sustainable use, to further the 
study, understanding and respect of aquatic eco-
systems and associated biological and cultural 
diversity.

Who we are?

We are scientists, artists, school teachers, concerned 
parents from different regions of the world, joining 
forces to promote transitions towards sustainability 
values and practices as well as human and dignified 
lives.

The objectives of the Initiative

To make accessible to non-specialists scientifically 
validated knowledge (including ‘ethno-scientific’ 
knowledge) in ways that facilitate critical engage-
ment and encourage active use of such knowledge 
for the transition towards sustainability.

To encourage artistic expression in response to sci-
entific knowledge reflecting diverse ways of ‘know-
ing’ and articulating such knowledge.

To enable social networking and appropriation of 
knowledge for understanding marine and coastal 
ecosystems on one hand and marine cultures on the 
other.

To support the development of international coop-
eration among schools and other entities centered 
on education, acquisition, valuation and sharing of 
knowledge and associated activities.

To encourage the development of didactic tools for 
education and selftraining.

To provide a repository for accumulating and shar-
ing information, knowledge and experience about 
initiatives and activities in the public domain.

To give exposure to works of students and other 
people involved with the pursuit of knowledge of 
the sea through exhibitions and other forms of au-
diovisual and written expression.

To encourage and promote the valuation of fishing 
communities’ social capital and cultural heritage 
in pursuit of sustainable relations with the sea and 
the coast, including through exhibitions and other 
forms of communication.
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Approaches to implementation

To extract relevant information from the best avail-
able scientific sources and make it accessible par-
ticularly to young people and students

To promote a better valuation of indigenous knowl-
edge in the pursuit of the transition towards sus-
tainability by encouraging active collaboration be-
tween researchers, artists, teachers, students and 
local communities, including through publications 
and other communication supports;

To encourage young people own research on the 
fisheries crisis and environmental and social chal-
lenges constituted by the degradation of oceans 
and coasts;

 To encourage and support schools to enhance 
their role as platforms for greater collective aware-
ness of the next generations of the importance of 
safeguarding biodiversity and cultural diversity;

To promote a scientific culture of the sea and 
oceans, including introduction of integrated cours-
es with strong environmental and social orienta-
tion in school programmes;

To engage scientists and artists in continuously up-
dating the information and experience and sharing 
their knowledge and insights with young people;

To help develop international cooperation among 
schools – students and teachers as well as scientists 
and artists;

To document and share the developments in coop-
eration, lessons and results;

To provide a discussion forum on people and the 
sea;

To use different art forms as means of expression;

To make use of modern IT to accumulate and share 
information and experience;

To contribute to social networking around topics 
associated with healthy oceans, coasts, their bio-
diversity and ecosystems as well as associated hu-
man cultures and societies;

To contribute to curriculum development;

To encourage and engage in advocacy and activi-
ties in support of healthy seas and societies;

To mobilise funding for collaborations in pursuit of 
the initiative.

Schematic illustration of 
trophic levels in marine 
ecosystems: from  
primary producers  
(plankton algae) to top 
consumers (humans), 
with this example of the 
Peruvian upwelling sys-
tem (original by D. Pauly).
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Interested in participating?
All kinds of cooperation are welcome.

For more information see www.mundusmaris.org
Questions? info@mundusmaris.org 
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